The Rev. Dr. Adam Wirrig
St. John's United Church of Christ
Dayton, Ohio

MFVI has been so helpful
and I am grateful for the
program helping ministers

like me stay above board
and above water when it

comes to financial realities.

Give now...

"Securing the Future”
Your gift will make an impact
today, and will be an investment
In a future where financial
equity is a reality for
our servant leaders.

..for a just
tomorrow

Learn more by contacting:

Rev. Dr. Paul Leon Ramsey
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The Pension Boards—United Church of Christ = =as
(800) 642-6543 x2738
|
pramsey@pbucc.org f ;
To donate online, visit ucc.org e Curlng
Make checks payable to
“Securing the Future: MVFI” the F | | t l l re
and mail to:
United Church of Christ Financial Justice for Ministers
PO BOX 71957

Cleveland, Ohio 44194



Our Ministers In Need

Personal debt has reached crisis
proportions among authorized
ministers in the United Church of
Christ. Seminary debt, limited income,
and lack of financial education were
identified by General Synod in 2013
as critical issues facing our church
leaders.

Since then the problem has only
deepened, with our ministers’ financial
security growing more tenuous.

The Rev. Dr. Chris Davies
Team Leader Faith INFO,
UCC National Setting
Cleveland, Ohio

The Rev. Louis Mitchell
Alki United Church of Christ
Seattle, Washington

A First Step

In 2017, with a jumpstart from

the Lilly Endowment, the Pension
Boards-United Church of Christ
created the Ministers’ Financial
Vitality Initiative (MFVI), a program of
financial education, debt-reduction,
and personal empowerment around
money management.

Participants receive training from
financial experts, the support of a
cohort of peers, $9,000 for debt
reduction, and $1,000 seed money
for a retirement account.

The New Standard

The UCC Board of Directors has
affirmed MFVI as a first step in
addressing this systemic concern,
and in 2019 General Minister and
President John Dorhauer and
Pension Boards CEO Brian Bodager
agreed to jointly raise $3 million to
ensure the program’s sustainability.

Funds raised will be used to establish
an endowment fund which will help
guarantee the long-term viability of
this program.

The financial security of our pastors
is a justice issue. MFVI provides
crucial first steps towards a future
where just compensation and
freedom from indebtedness are
standard in our church.

The Rev. Kayla Bonewell
Church of the Open Arms
Cathedral of Hope OKC
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma




