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THE CHRISTMAS FUND

For the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund

Suggested offering date December 20, 2020

All of the bulletin inserts and worship resources in this guide are available for download at
www.christmasfund.org.

About the Christmas Fund:

The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy
and lay employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100
years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small
annuities and health premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift
checks each December to our lower-income retirees.

Since last March, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the emergency
financial needs of many who serve the church have increased

dramatically.

These difficult times make the need for the Christmas Fund more

urgent than ever.

This year, as many UCC churches worship online, Christmas Fund promotional resources will
be available online only at www.christmasfund.org.

Offering envelopes will not be sent automatically to your church. However, you may still order
offering envelopes from UCC Resources at uccresources.com.

As an alternative to envelopes this year, please consider encouraging members of your
congregation to donate directly and securely at www.christmasfund.org.

for supporting the Christmas Fund!



Promotion

BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Choose your offering date. The Christmas Fund offering is received by many congregations on the
Fourth Sunday of Advent, which falls on December 20 this year. You can also receive the offering on

any Sunday of your choice. Some churches choose Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, or the Sunday

before Epiphany. Gifts to the Christmas Fund may be made year-round at www.christmasfund.org.

A Note about receiving the Christmas Fund offering during a pandemic

As many congregations are worshipping virtually, the familiar and traditional practice of using
offering envelopes may not be the most effective way to receive gifts to the Christmas Fund.
While members can be encouraged to send checks by mail to the Church Office, another safe
and efficient alternative is to invite members to give online at www.christmasfund.org. The
“Donate” button on the front page will link to a clear and secure online option.

Here is a schedule of recommended activities leading up to the offering:

Week of Nov. 23

Include one of the Christmas Fund Bulletin Inserts in your
weekly newsletter or regular communication with members
along with Christmas Fund poster graphic.

Use Christmas Fund graphics in your social media.

Download the companion “For Such a Time as This” Christmas
Coloring Book for distribution during Advent. Post on your
website and include link in your communications for members
to download and print.

Work with your Missions Committee or Church Council to
establish a 2020 giving goal. Look at last year’s total and see if
the congregation can increase it.

If you plan to mail offering envelopes to members in U.S. mail,
order your supply online now at uccresources.com.



Sunday, Nov. 29

Week of Nov. 30

Sunday, Dec. 6

Week of Dec. 7

Sunday, Dec. 13

Week of Dec. 14

Sunday, Dec. 20

Sunday, Dec. 27

HOW TO DONATE:

Use worship resources for 1st Sunday of Advent.

Include one of the Christmas Fund Bulletin Inserts in your
communication with members along with Christmas Fund
poster graphic.

If mailing offering envelopes to members in U.S. mail, send
suggested Letter along with offering envelope this week.

Use worship resources for 3rd Sunday of Advent.

Include one of the Christmas Fund Bulletin Inserts in your
communication with members along with Christmas Fund
poster graphic.

If mailing offering envelopes to members in U.S. mail, send
suggested Letter along with offering envelope this week.

Use worship resources for 3rd Sunday of Advent.

Include one of the Christmas Fund Bulletin Inserts in your
communication with members.

Use worship resources for 4th Sunday of Advent.

Announce your church’s total gifts to the Christmas Fund in
your communication with members. Thank all who contributed
and remind those who have not yet contributed that they may
do so at www.christmasfund.org.

® Please encourage your members to donate directly to the Christmas Fund online at
www.christmasfund.org.

® |f members wish to donate by check, please request that checks be sent to your Church
Office for remittance to your Conference Office.

® If you plan to receive the Christmas Fund offering during worship using offering envelopes,
make sure to order offering envelopes early from UCC Resources at uccresources.com.
Please remit your offering receipts through your Conference Office.



2020 Christmas Fund

WORSHIP RESOURCES




OF ADVENT
LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE

One: For such a time as this, Many: Our Deliverer draws near to bring us new life.

Many: God’s Love becomes flesh. Again. One: No ear has yet heard, no eye has yet seen God’s

One: For such a time as this, glory fully revealed.

Many: A child is born to us. Again. Many: And so we wait.

One: Though the night of our despair long lingers, One: We know not when or where or how our Hope

. will be made manifest.
Many: There comes a Light no shadow can overcome.

L Many: And so we watch.
One: Though our hearts ache for a justice we cannot v
yet see, One: The One who loves us does not slumber.

Many: The Holy One works for those who watch and Many: So let us keep awake.

wait. One: Hope of the nations, come.

One: Though distanced from one another and well-ac- Many: Hope of our hearts, come.
quainted with death,

The first candle is lit. Silence is kept.

ALL: FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS, KINDLE OUR HOPE.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

For our tendency to put our hopes in everything but you, forgive us. In the bitterness and despair we feel when
our hopes are not realized, comfort us. O, that you would tear open the heavens and come into our wandering
hearts with your love. O, that you would reveal your steadfast goodness and restore our hope. Honor our
hope: That you would walk with us through these times, that you would redeem these times. Amen.

CALLTO THE OFFERING

For such a time as this God comes to be with us, again. These times also call us to deeper compassion and
increased generosity. The Pension Boards of the United Church of Christ created the Christmas Fund for
the Veterans of the Cross to support retired UCC clergy and church staff and surviving clergy spouses.
Through the generosity of churches like ours, these servants of the church receive emergency financial
assistance, help with health care costs, and annual “thank you” checks. We give not only to meet their
needs, not only to thank them for their ministries, but also to make room in our hearts and their lives for a
new thing to break forth.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Creator God who came to us as one of us, Spirit who lives among and within us, Redeemer who comes to
us again in ways both mysterious and plain, at times long-awaited and in unexpected moments: See how
your love has opened our hearts. Bless these gifts of hope and compassion, faithfulness and gratitude. For
all your love has already done, thank you. For all you will yet do, through these gifts and by your Spirit, we
praise you. Amen.



OF ADVENT
LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE

The first candle is lit. Silence is kept.

One: Even now, the Peaceful One is drawing near. One: In these days of setback and struggle, we choose
Many: Even now, the day of our salvation is at hand. to prepare and not to despair.

One: The God who comforts us speaks tenderly to her ~ Many: In a world drunk on wealth and power, we
people. choose to walk the path of peace.

Many: The Shepherd who feeds us longs to take us into  One: For such a time as this, the Holy One comes

his arms. speaking peace.

One: While we watch and wait for steadfast love and Many: For such a time as this, we are called to make
faithfulness to meet, peace.

Many: While we wonder if justice and peace will ever One: Get ready! Our savior comes.

kiss, Many: Get ready! The peace of Christ is given for one
One: We can prepare the way of the Lord. and for all.

Many: We can clear a path for him in our hearts and in
our world.

The second candle is lit. Silence is kept.

ALL: FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS, FILL US WITH YOUR PEACE.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

So desperately do we want to avoid conflict that sometimes we speak “peace, peace” when there is no peace.
Other times, wanting to prove ourselves right and others wrong, we sow discord and division. Forgive us, O
God, and nurture our longing for true peace and justice. Prepare our hearts, that we might more fully receive
the peace you offer us through Christ. Make us instruments of your peace. Amen.

CALL TO THE OFFERING

This season of waiting and watching is also a season of preparing. Our generosity prepares the way for
hope, peace, justice, and community. This year the UCC Christmas Fund has received a record number of
requests for financial assistance—more than twice as many as last year—from active and retired clergy,
church staff, and their families. These servants of the church have spent lifetimes baptizing and blessing,
teaching and preaching, marrying and burying, comforting and empowering God'’s people. Now, through
this special mission offering, we have the opportunity to sustain and empower them.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

By the power of your Spirit, O God, may these gifts of gratitude and love lift up your faithful servants from
the valley of need. By the power of your Spirit, may these gifts from our hearts bring down mountains of
bills and anxiety. Bless these gifts, that they may bring hope to the hopeless, joy to the sorrowful, and
deep love to those who have ministered in your love for so long. Amen.



OF ADVENT
LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE

The first and second candles are lit before the service begins.

One: In times like ours, joy can be hard to summon. Many: It’s enough to make the grieving or depressed

Many: In times like ours, joy can be hard even to imag-  feel sadder still.

ine. One: But ours is not a joy dependent on circumstances.

One: And still the season beckons us to make merry. Many: Our joy is not derived from measurable

Many: And yet the scriptures tell us to “rejoice always.” outcomes.

One: It sounds almost ludicrous. One: Advent invites us to rejoice in God's goodness.

Many: It borders on outrageous. Many: Even as we watch and wait and aren’t sure

One: How can we rejoice under the burden of so much ~ what’s coming.

injustice? One: Advent invites us to rejoice in all the ways God's

Many: How can we rejoice under the pall of so much love is with us.

death? Many: Even as it empowers us to be true to all we feel.

One: It's enough to make those who are alone feel One: It won't be long now 'til the blessed babe is born.

lonely Many: We rejoice in the true light shining its way into
the world.

The third candle is lit. Silence is kept.
ALL: FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS, MAY OUR JOY BE FULL.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

We confess, O God, that we spend far too much of ourselves chasing happiness, which often leaves us
wanting. Even as we await your coming, you wait for us to come home to you: to your dream for the world, to
your love made flesh, to your joy overflowing. Forgive us, and grace us with an ever-deepening capacity for joy.
We rejoice in your mercy for all. Amen.

CALL TO THE OFFERING

When Esther’s Uncle Mordecai suggested that she had come to the king’s court “for such a time as this,”
conditions were grim. The king of Persia, prompted by his evil aide Haman, had issued a royal decree for
the massacre of all Jews in the land. In the end, Queen Esther risked her life to save the lives of her
people. Things aren’t quite so bad for the beloved clergy and staff retirees of the United Church of Christ,
but times are hard. The Christmas Fund is a lifeline for retired servants of the church who need help pay-
ing health insurance premiums, regular bills, and emergency expenses. For just such needs, at just this
time, we have the opportunity to give to the special Christmas Fund offering. Inspired by Esther and
motivated by love, let’s be generous.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

We come with joy, O God, rejoicing in our capacity to give, grateful for the ministries and the ministers

of the United Church of Christ. Take our gifts, and make of them blessings. Take our gifts, and make them
instruments of life. To the One who can do much with little, to the One who can do more than we can ask
or imagine, we offer our thanks and praise. Amen.



OF ADVENT
LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE

The first three candles are lit before the service begins.

One: Into our tumultuous times, the Love of God Many: Here? Now? How can that be?

breaks in. One: Be not afraid. With God, nothing is impossible.
Many: Into our fearful times, the glory of God is Many: Love is knocking at the door.

revealed. One: Be not afraid. The Mighty One will do great
One: Sometimes it announces itself. things.

Many: Other times we must look high and low. Many: Who can say what awesome thing God is up
One: Sometimes we recognize it. to now?

Many: Other times we walk right past it, lost in One: Arise and shine, beloveds. God’s Love wants to
ourselves. be born in you.

One: Love’s in need of willing hearts. Many: Here we are, servants of the Lord. Let it be so.

Many: Love’s in need of the smallest opening.
One: Greetings, favored ones! God’s Love is with you.

The fourth candle is lit. Silence is kept.

ALL: FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS, MAY YOUR LOVE BE BORN IN US.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

From the fear that keeps us from answering your call, liberate us. From our attachment to the way things have
always been, deliver us.

From the despair that is unable to see a new thing breaking forth, save us.

For every time we've said “no” to Love, forgive us, and open our hearts wide to receive you anew. Amen.

CALL TO THE OFFERING

On this day when we magnify the Lord for the great things God has done through unlikely people and in
unexpected ways, we give thanks that we, too, by God’s Spirit, can do great things. We, too, can lift up
those who are laid low. We, too, can fill the hungry with good things. We, too, through our open-hearted
generosity, can proclaim that nothing will be impossible with God. We can do all of that and more by
contributing to the Christmas Fund of the UCC Pension Boards. Our contributions will help retired clergy,
church staff, and their survivors pay bills, maintain health insurance, and meet emergency needs. Our
contributions tell our former pastors and church staff members that they are not forgotten, that they are
loved, that they and their ministries are appreciated and remembered. For Love’s sake, let’s give gener-
ously.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Holy One who scatters the proud and lifts up the lowly, Mighty One who fills the hungry and sends the
rich away empty: Receive these, our humble gifts. Bless them, that by your Spirit they might bring hope
and healing, encouragement and joy, sustenance and love. Amen.



LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

The four Advent candles are lit before the service begins.

One: Because God so loves the world, One: By the surprising subversion of God’s in-breaking
Many: This beautiful and broken world, love,

One: This divided and distanced and world, Many: The burden of injustice is thrown off.
Many: This warming and burning world, One: Through the ages-old song of angels and
One: This lost and hurting world, shepherds,

Many: God'’s love is made flesh. Many: God'’s glory is proclaimed.

One: For such a time as this, One: On this holy night, the one we've been
Many: A child is born unto us. watching for is here.

One: For such a time as this, Many: On this holy night, the time we’ve been
Many: The light of Christ shines upon us. waiting for is now.

One: In a stinky stable turned birthing room, One: Let us rejoice together!

Many: New visions of family and community are born.  Many: Glory to God in the highest, and peace and
goodwill to all!

The Christ candle is lit. Silence is kept.

ALL: FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS, THE CHRIST CHILD COMES TO US.
FOR SUCH AS TIME AS THIS, GOD’S LOVE IS BORN IN US.
JOY TO THE WORLD!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

We admit it, O God: That in a time such as this, it can be harder than usual to open our hearts to the wonder of
your love. In a time such as time, it can be harder to feel the joy. Thank you for reminding us that Christ comes
for such as time as this. Thank you for understanding that in such a time as this, we need you all the more.
Thank you for promise of the Christ Child, come to us again. Amen.

CALL TO THE OFFERING

The sacred story tells us it was on this night that God'’s greatest gift was given. But the story does not end
there: It goes on to show us how to respond to that wondrous gift with offerings of our own. Now, we
probably don’t have any frankincense in our pockets. Chances are we have no myrrh in our purses. We
may not possess even a glimmer of gold. What we do have is the greatest resource of all: God’s love in
our hearts. By that love, let us care and give like never before. By that caring and with great joy, let us give
to the United Church of Christ’s Christmas Fund, so that the church’s retired clergy and lay staff might
know the miracle of God’s love through our generosity.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

One: Good Christian friends, rejoice! One: Heaven and earth, rejoice!

Many: All God's beloveds, rejoice! All: Jesus, our savior, is born today!

One: All creation groaning, rejoice! Christ, our Lord, was born for this!

Many: Retired clergy, church staff, and spouses, rejoice! Love, our light, shines brightly through our gifts!

May our offerings, by God’s blessing, become hope

renewed and life restored. Amen.
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2020 Christmas Coloring Book

The 2020 Christmas Coloring Book tells the story of one family’s
experience navigating the holiday in the midst of a pandemic.
Follow along with Oscar as he figures out a way to make Christmas
2020 especially meaningful. Appropriate for anyone of any age who
likes to color.

Available for free download at www.christmasfund.org.
Print copies available at www.uccresources.com.
Single copy $5; 5-pack $15.




HOW TO DONATE:

® Please encourage your members to donate directly to the Christmas Fund online at
www.christmasfund.org.

® |f members wish to donate by check, please request that checks be sent to your Church Office
for remittance to your Conference Office.

® If you plan to receive the Christmas Fund offering during worship using offering envelopes,
make sure to order offering envelopes early from UCC Resources at www.uccresources.com.
Please remit your offering receipts through your Conference Office.

Worship Resources written by Vicki Kemper, Pastor of First Congregational Church, United Church of
Christ, in Amherst, Massachusetts. A former journalist, Vicki is also a writer for the UCC's Stillspeaking
Daily Devotionals.



The Pension Boards—United Church of Christ
475 Riverside Drive, Room 1020 New York, NY 10115
1.800.642.6543 ministerialassistance@pbucc.org



