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“A Wonderful Connection to the Church I Love”

ince March of last year, our lives have been disrupted by the COVID-
S19 pandemic, and many have experienced great loss. These months

have also had a profound impact on United Church of Christ clergy
and congregations—physically, emotionally, spiritually, and financially.

We have labored through this difficult time together, and because of gifts to
the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross, our active and retired pas-
tors who have been affected the most have known they are not alone.

Last year, donations to the Christmas Fund helped pay the rent for low-in-
come retired ministers and bridged the gap for one active minister’s family
when her husband lost his restaurant due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Christmas Fund gifts took care of the unexpected expense of a major car re-
pair, helped a retired minister attend his brother’s funeral, and assisted in
paying for daunting medical expenses, prescriptions, and groceries.

When money is tight and stress is high, your gift to the Christmas Fund brings
relief and hope to the clergy and church employees who have dedicated
their lives to serving our churches and each of us. You help the people who
have helped us. You make a huge difference and bring great joy!

In the words of an emergency grant recipient. ..

“Your letter has brought great joy and relief. The grant is enough to allow me
a little breathing room at the end of each month. Thank you for that gift. But
equally important to me personally is this grant symbolizes a wonderful con-
nection to the church I love. | have been blessed in so many ways.”

In 2020, gifts to the Christmas Fund enabled:
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e Monthly pension supplementation for 276 retired clergy and lay employees ($1,180,187)
® Health benefits supplementation for 89 retired clergy and lay employees ($274,008)

® Emergency grants for 96 individuals and families ($214,649)

o Christmas “Thank You” gift checks to 504 retired clergy and lay employees ($252,000)
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