Prayers of Dedication for Christmas Fund Gifts:

(For the Fourth Sunday in Advent)

Emmanuel, whose holy season fills our hearts with wonder,

we give thanks for those who lift up their voices in our midst  

and share good tidings in stories, carols, prayers and service --

clergy and musicians, chaplains and counselors,

educators and youth leaders, sextons and administrators,

those both retired and currently employed.

Bless these gifts that they may, indeed, 

bring hope, peace, joy and all our love –

to your faithful shepherds, stewards and saints. Amen.

(For Christmas Eve)

Gracious God, on this holy night in which your good tidings fill our hearts, we give you thanks for those who have lifted up their voices in stories, prayers, carols and service in this and other faith communities. As we reflect on the great gift of Emmanuel, God present with us, so we dedicate at the manger our small gifts of help, hope and healing for them, and pledge ourselves to join the procession of love. Amen.
(Sunday after Christmas)

Gracious God, the tinsel is a tiny-bit tarnished and the greens a little dry on this Sunday of pause after the hurry of Advent and the holy hush of Christmas. Now we return to the work of the faithful and remember before you those who lift up their voices as a shout of welcome, a promise of hope, a prayer for peace, a song of joy and a chorus of love in all seasons. Bless these Christmas Fund gifts that they may express our thanks to active and retired clergy and lay employees of our churches and seal our willingness to become clear new voices of hope, peace, joy, and love all the precious ordinary days of the year to come.  Amen.
