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“You are the light of the world.”

Grace to you and peace in the name of the One who
brings light to our world!

I am pleased to offer these words of welcome to this
year’s Offering Guide, and for the opportunity to
connect with the wider United Church of Christ in
my new position as President and CEO of the Pension
Boards. | am honored to build upon the good work of
so many before me in helping provide for the needs
of our clergy and lay leaders.

For 113 years, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of
the Cross and the Emergency Fund has been a leading
light in our mission. The Christmas Fund is one of the
four Special Mission Offerings of the United Church
of Christ and provides us with a means to directly
assist those who have so faithfully and selflessly
served and now find themselves facing unexpected
financial needs.

Through the generosity of so many UCC
congregations and individuals across the country,

a total of $1,538,531 was received in last year’s
Offering. This enabled the Pension Boards” Ministerial

Matthew 5:14

Assistance program to provide, on behalf of the
whole Church, Pension Supplementation, Health
Premium Supplementation, Emergency Grants, and
Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks to individuals and
families in need.

The theme of the 2015 Christmas Fund Offering

is Love Shines Through, with a giving goal of $1.7
million. In the spirit of love, | invite and encourage
you to prayerfully consider and support this year’s
appeal, and to spread the word so that others will
join in this essential ministry.

We are pleased to again provide the resources in
this Offering Guide to assist and inspire you in
promoting the Christmas Fund in your congregation.
These and other resources are also available online
at www.christmasfund.org.

On behalf of the hundreds of clergy and lay
employees and their families whose lives were
touched by your support of last year’s Christmas
Fund Offering, | offer my sincere thanks for your
generosity and love.

Faithfully,

~7 9/\0.4" {< )

Brian R. Bodager
President/Chief Executive Officer
The Pension Boards—United Church of Christ, Inc.
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HOW THE FUNDS ARE USED

One of the unique aspects of the Christmas Fund is that the funds provide direct financial assistance to
individual UCC clergy and lay church employees — the funds do not support programs or institutions, but
people. With your continued generosity, more individuals will receive the support of the church in their time
of need.

*  MONTHLY PENSION SUPPLEMENTATION for 325 lower-income retired UCC clergy and lay employees.
Our retired clergy and lay employees relied on this income supplementation for basic needs such as food,
utilities, and living and medical expenses. Funds to meet this need come from three sources: the Christmas

Fund Offering, Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM), and the Fund for Ministerial Assistance. The amount
of pension supplementation totaled $1,418,105 in 2014.

e  QUARTERLY HEALTH PREMIUM SUPPLEMENTATION for 209 lower-income retired UCC clergy and lay
employees.

These funds subsidized premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with Rx so that individuals
could afford and receive quality health care. Assistance totaled $495,856 in 2014.

e CHRISTMAS “THANK YOU*“ GIFT CHECKS given to 510 retired UCC clergy and lay church employees.

This special gift at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that they have not been forgotten
and that the Church is grateful for their service. Gifts totaled $203,350 in 2014.

e EMERGENCY GRANTS for 50 active/retired UCC clergy and lay employees.
Sometimes those who serve the Church need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in

covering costs that arise unexpectedly — for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting
from natural disasters. Emergency assistance totaled $91,416 in 2014.

4%

4%

Pension Supplementation 62%

Health Premium Supplementation 21%
21%

Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks 9%
Emergency Grants 4%

Administrative Costs 4%
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TOP GIVING CHURCHES TO THE 2014 CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING

From Hawai’i to Maine and all points in between, United Church of Christ congregations were inspiringly

generous in their support of the Christmas Fund in 2014.

Total Dollars

Naples United Church of Christ

Rock Spring Congregational United Church of Christ
University Congregational UCC

Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC

The United Church of Christ in Keene

The Bath Church UCC
First Congregational UCC

First Plymouth Congregational UCC

Evangelical Reformed Church
First Congregational UCC
Christ United Church of Christ

Per Capita Giving

Lahuiokalani Ka’anapali Congregational Church

First Congregational Church UCC

First Congregational UCC

Rolling Hills Congregational United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ

Community Congregational UCC

Hawai’i Kai United Church of Christ

La’au O Le Ola Congregational Christian Church of Samoa
Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fiskdale UCC

Douglas Congregational UCC

Sunnyslope Church of the Brethren UCC

Naples, Florida
Arlington, Virginia
Seattle, Washington
Seattle, Washington
Keene, New Hampshire
Akron, Ohio

Auburn, Massachusetts
Englewood, Colorado
Frederick, Maryland
Greeley, Colorado
Orrville, Ohio

Lahaina, Hawai’i

West Chicago, Illinois
Pocatello, Idaho

Salina, Kansas

Cahokia, Illinois

Los Alamitos, California
Honolulu, Hawai’i
Daly City, California
Sturbridge, Massachusetts
Douglas, Michigan
Wentachee, Washington

Since 2006, the
Naples United
Church of Christ
in Naples, Florida
has led the way
as the top total
dollar giving
congregation. In
2014, it gave over
$28,000 to the
Christmas Fund!
Thank you to
each and every
congregation!

These top per
capita giving
churches gave
between $25
and $200 per
member! How
much would your
congregation
have to give to
make this list?

Data provided by the Center for Analytics, Research and Data of the United Church of Christ
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TIMELINE FOR PROMOTING THE 2015 CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING

Resource materials are available online at www.christmasfund.org

Beginning November 2, 2015

* As needed, order additional envelopes or posters from UCC Resources, 1.800.537.3394 or
Www.uccresources.com.

e Work with your Missions Committee or Church Council to establish a goal for giving to the Offering in
2015. Look at last year’s total and see if the congregation can increase it.

e Ask your Pastor and/or Worship Committee to promote the Offering by using the Christmas Fund worship
resources available in this Guide and/or online.

Week of November 22 — Begin your 2015 Christmas Fund promotion
e Display Christmas Fund posters prominently throughout the church building.

e Promote the theme and images of Love Shines Through in your church’s communications: newsletters,
bulletins, social media, and worship announcements.

e Send a letter and Offering envelope to every household on your church mailing list, announcing the
Offering date and goal amount.

Advent Sundays (November 29, December 6, 13, 20)

e Place additional Offering envelopes at each seat or pew.

e Distribute copies of the bulletin inserts (see p. 16) with your weekly worship bulletins.
e Share information about the Offering in worship.

* Invite your Missions chairperson, church moderator, or a retired minister, missionary or lay employee (or
their widowed spouses/partners) to reflect during worship on what it means to be remembered and cared
for as a “Veteran of the Cross.”

e Use the Advent Candle Lighting Resources provided in this Guide or online.
Sunday, December 20

e This is the day designated to receive the Christmas Fund Offering. Some congregations may elect to
receive the Offering on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.

e Make your personal gift to the Christmas Fund and, if possible, give your personal testimony in worship as
to why you are supporting this Special Mission Offering.

e Use the Calls to the Offering and/or Prayers of Dedication (available in this Guide and/or online) when the
Offering is received.

January 2016

e Have the Treasurer of the congregation forward the contributions received to one of the addresses listed on
the back inside cover of this Guide.

e Celebrate your congregation’s generosity! Announce the total gifts received, and publicly thank all who
helped make the appeal successful.

* Invite those who have not yet provided their gifts to the Christmas Fund to do so.

e Prepare an article for your church newsletter or website thanking church members and friends of the
congregation for their generous response.
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CHRISTMAS FUND GIFTS THAT KEEP ON GIVING

You and your congregation already believe in the mission of the Christmas Fund and support it each year.
Many supporters of the Christmas Fund are choosing to endow their contribution by making a one-time gift
which generates annual interest year after year. For example, if your annual Christmas Fund gift is $250, a
one-time gift of $5,000, designated to the Fund for Ministerial Assistance/Christmas Fund, will generate $250
each and every year (based on 5% interest). A $2,000 one-time gift can similarly generate $100 each year.

Such gifts to endowment can be made right now with cash or stock, or deferred by arranging for a planned
gift—naming the Fund for Ministerial Assistance/Christmas Fund as the beneficiary of a life insurance policy or
an IRA, or designating a bequest in your will.

Permanent gifts like these ensure that funds will always be there to care for and affirm the good work of clergy
and lay employees. To endow a Christmas Fund gift or to learn more, please contact the Rev. Dr. Jonathan Lee,
Philanthropy Officer, at 1.800.642.6543, ext. 2718 or jlee@pbucc.org.
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WORSHIP RESOURCES

The theme for the 2015 Christmas Fund Offering is Love Shines Through. These worship resources have been
developed around that theme using the Revised Common Lectionary readings for this year’s Advent/Christmas
season. Ready-to-use PowerPoint presentations, bulletin inserts, information on how the funds are used, and
an archive of previous years’ worship resources are available at www.christmasfund.org.

We thank you for your willingness to use these worship resources and promote the important ministry that
happens through the Christmas Fundl!

ADVENT I - HOPE
Isaiah 60: 2-3a; Luke 21: 25-26

Prayer of Preparation

One:  This is the day we begin our journey to the Child, His Mother and the manger.

All: May we kindle God’s light together as we journey on.

One: ltis a journey shrouded in a fading sun and a growing uncertainty as the world turns
cold. And we journey anyway.

All: May we kindle God’s light together as we journey on.

One:  We journey because we are drawn to God’s light at the end: it is God’s promise, borne
into our lives.

All: May we kindle God’s light together as we journey on.

One:  This is the day we begin our journey. May we kindle God’s light within us, together, as
we journey on.

All: Amen.

Lighting the Advent Candle

One:  We light this candle in HOPE. [The candle is lit.] We bring this light of hope with us, together, on
this journey. Hope comes from the Child and our hope is dedicated to the Child lying in a manger.
Seeking goodness only, for our neighbors and for ourselves, may we kindle God’s light of hope
within us.

The first verse of “O Little Town of Bethlehem” may be sung in response. Following the carol response, the
leader may lead the congregation in this prayer.

One:  Let us pray together.

All: Good and gracious God, God of darkness and light, God of hope and fear, help us take one step
closer to you, toward the joy of unity with you. In this candle light, show us that the power of hope
silences doubts and fears. Take this light, small but mighty, and magnify it within us until our hope
chases away all shadows around our church, our community, our nations and our world. Amen.

Call to Offering (for churches receiving the Christmas Fund Offering today)

What does it mean to hope? It means to put your whole trust in God, believing that God’s promises of blessing
will be fulfilled. For those who devote their talents, skills and time to our churches in the United Church of
Christ, both authorized ministers and lay leaders, hope is a muscle. During this Advent season, we receive a
Special Mission Offering for the UCC Christmas Fund, and we do this to show our gratitude for all our leaders.
This offering will help both active and retired clergy meet basic financial needs like health care and retirement
income. Moreover, the Christmas Fund Offering provides emergency assistance in times of financial strife. This
offering is our chance to strengthen our own muscles of hope and to keep lit its beacon for those who serve
the Church. Let us receive this morning’s offering.
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Prayer of Dedication

One:  Please join me as we dedicate our gifts.

All: Gracious God, bestow upon our gifts your great blessing. For those who need them most, may they
be the symbol of hope we wish to bear into this world. In giving them, strengthen our hope as we
anticipate the birth of all hope, grace, and glory. Amen.

ADVENT Il - PEACE
Luke 3:1-6

Lighting the Advent Candles

One:  We light this candle of peace,

All: Reflecting on the proclamation of John the Baptist more than 2,000 years ago and working to
spread the good news today.

One:  We light this candle of peace,

All: Working toward and crying out for a world where everyone’s basic needs are met.

One:  We light this candle of peace,

All: Smoothing the rough ways and making paths in order to end discrimination and persecution.
One:  We light this candle of peace,

All: Awaiting the arrival of Jesus Christ, light of the world. There is darkness everywhere. Be the light.

The two candles of Hope and Peace are lit.
Call to Offering (for churches receiving the Christmas Fund Offering today)

Presents and gifts are often on our minds during the Season of Advent. As we prepare to give our gifts this
morning, let us take a moment to remember the many gifts that have been bestowed upon us. Gifts of love,
time, education; gifts from our parents, our teachers, our pastors; gifts from God. During this season of Advent,
our special offering will be used to support the Christmas Fund of the United Church of Christ. Our special
offering this morning will benefit active and retired pastors and lay employees with health care, retirement
income, and relief from financial emergency. Let us give graciously, in celebration of the many gifts we receive
and in anticipation of the gift of God’s Son.

Prayer of Dedication (for churches receiving the Christmas Fund Offering today)

One:  Will you please join me in prayer:

All: Gracious Giver, bless these gifts that are present before you. May they be used to provide for those
who have given to us. Use them, we pray, that they may help your light continue to shine in a world
that can often seem dark. We ask you this, in the name of your greatest gift, Jesus Christ, the Prince
of Peace. Amen.
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ADVENT Il - JOY
Luke 3:7-18

Lighting the Advent Candles

One:  This morning, hear anew the Baptizer’s prophetic announcement of the coming of the Messiah and
interpret it wisely.

All: We need not shrink from the challenge of repentance because when we’ve been truly rearranged on
the inside, we will bear good fruit on the outside.

One:  During these troubling times in our nation and around the world, the question from the crowds still
persists, “What then should we do?”

All: Once again we humbly dedicate ourselves to kindness, to justice, and to fairness.

One:  On this third Sunday of Advent, we light a candle of joy, as a visible symbol of these “fruits worthy of
repentance.”

All: Come let us be baptized with winds of the Spirit and refined by the fire of God’s word.

Three candles of Hope, Peace, and Joy are lit.

One:  Let us, though many, pray in one voice.

All: Gracious and loving God, as we await the coming of the One whom you sent, grant that our waiting
might be the active kind. Give us the courage to meet the challenge of altering our thoughts and
feelings about the world around us so that our actions might also be changed. Help us to keep our
priorities straight, our passions properly pointed, and our eyes fixed upon the prize of joy. Remind
us that you lovingly require evidence of our repentance - kindness, justice and fairness. We pray in
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Call to Offering (for churches receiving the Christmas Fund Offering today)

Giving can be seen as a privilege rather than a problem, especially when we do so under the influence of joy.
Mother Teresa described joy as a net of love by which souls may be caught. During the Advent season, in
addition to our regular offering, we embrace a unique giving opportunity — a Special Mission Offering of the
United Church of Christ called the Christmas Fund. This offering celebrates clergy and lay leaders who have
shared their gifts and cast their nets on behalf of the Church of Jesus Christ. This Offering benefits active and
retired pastors and lay employees with health care, retirement income, and relief from financial emergency.
The Christmas Fund Offering represents a moment when we return a portion of the love we have received to
those who have first loved and served us. Let us pour out our joy even as we are filled with expectation for the
coming Messiah.

Prayer of Dedication (for churches receiving the Christmas Fund Offering today)

One:  Please join me in prayer.

All: God of justice and joy, we make this special offering knowing that it is acceptable not only because
there are those who need our gifts, but also because You have called us to be givers. Bless these
donations and multiply them by your Holy Spirit so that they may bring assurance of your provision
and grace to those who have faithfully served the United Church of Christ. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

8 | 2015 Christmas Fund Offering Guide




ADVENT IV - LOVE
Luke 2:1-14

Lighting the Advent Candles

One:  Elizabeth was barren with no hope for a child, but then a baby filled her womb. The presence of new
life filled her with hope.
All: May the light of Christ fill us with hope.

(Liturgist lights the Hope candle)

One:  Elizabeth did not know why Mary came rushing through her doors, but the leap of her unborn child
filled her with the knowledge of the Lord. The knowledge of the Lord filled her with peace.
All: May the light of Christ fill us with peace.

(Liturgist lights the Peace candle)

One:  John the Baptist, while in the womb of his mother, expressed the joy of generations to come. The faith
of Mary filled the unborn babe with joy.
All: May the light of Christ fill us with joy.

(Liturgist lights the Joy candle)

One:  In a moment filled with hope, in a moment filled with peace, in a moment filled with joy, Mary opens
her mouth to sing, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior...” Mary
rejoices in the God who loves the oppressed; Mary rejoices in the God who loves hungry. Mary a
maiden, Mary unseen by the powerful of the world, is filled with the light and made powerful by a
God bent on overturning the world with a teenage girl and newborn babe.

All: Like the first disciple Mary, let the light of Christ fill us with love.

(Liturgist lights the Love candle)
Prayer

One:  Please join me in prayer.

All: God of Love, we thank you for bringing the light of Christ into the world. May the love shared by
Elizabeth and Mary serve as a beacon for our own affections. May we, like Mary, create love that
exalts the lowly and makes low the proud. May we all bear the light that changes the world. Amen.

Call to Offering

One:  Filled with the love and light of Christ, we now take a moment to recognize those ministers and lay
employees of the United Church of Christ who work to maintain the love and light we feel. We have
all experienced moments in which love and light feel far from our reality. In these moments, we are
blessed with ministers and lay employees who take us aside to listen and offer support. The light of
their presence helps us to rekindle our own light. Today’s special offering will support the Christmas
Fund of the United Church of Christ. The Christmas Fund provides us with an opportunity to assist
ministers and lay employees with support during retirement or in the midst of a crisis. When their
wick burns low, we can serve them as they have served us. Please extend your generosity not only to
the regular offering, but also to the Christmas Fund. In doing so, we show our love by supporting the
current and future Veterans of the Cross.

Prayer of Dedication (for churches receiving the Christmas Fund offering today)

One:  Please join me in prayer.

All: God of Love, we are grateful for these gifts of the congregation. Bless the lives of those who will be
served by these gifts, for they have chosen a life of service in your church. May we be blessed by the
giving of these gifts, knowing they will help support our Veterans of the Cross as they seek rest in
retirement or solace in the midst of a crisis. In the name of the One who died so we may live, Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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CHRISTMAS EVE
Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20

Lighting the Advent Candles
As the liturgist approaches, the hymn, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” plays softly.

One:  As night falls, and the shadows grow long, we wait in hopeful expectation for the coming light.
All: (sing)

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here

until the child of God appear.

(Liturgist lights the Hope candle while congregation sings)

One:  As war and violence swirl around us, we watch for the coming Prince of Peace.
All: (sing)

O come, desire of Nations, bind

all people in one heart and mind.

Bid all our sad divisions cease,

and fill the world with Heaven’s peace.

(Liturgist lights Peace candle while congregation sings)

One:  As our we struggle amid the shadows and gloom, we drink deeply from the font of all joy.
All: (sing)

O come, Key of David come,

and open wide your heavenly home;

make safe the path to endless day,

to death’s destruction close the way.

(Liturgist lights Joy candle while congregation sings)

One:  As love seems a rare commodity in our world, we cling to the love that will not let us go.
All: (sing)

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer

our spirits by thine advent here;

Love stir within the womb of night,

and death's dark shadows put to flight.

(Liturgist lights the Love candle while congregation sings)

One:  People of God, rejoice, for a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Mother, Prince of Peace.
All: (Singing)
Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. (2x)

(Liturgist lights the Christ candle)
Call to Offering

When the shepherds met the newborn Christ, they immediately turned into preachers, choir members, and
ministers. The text in Luke says, “The shepherds then returned to their fields glorifying and praising God for all
they had seen and heard.” When we encounter Jesus it is natural to want to sing, to dance, to laugh, to gasp,
to give. True generosity flows not from duty, but from awe.
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Tonight's offering will be given in whole to the Christmas Fund of the United Church of Christ. The Christmas
Fund provides support for those who serve the church and are experiencing financial distress. Your gracious
giving can be a light for those walking in shadows, it can be a hope for those in trying times, it can be love for
those who feel forgotten. In the spirit of Christmas joy, please give as you are able.

Prayer of Dedication

One:  Please join me in prayer.

All: Gracious God, we pray that you would richly bless and multiply these gifts. May all who receive
these gracious offerings know that you are with them. And in our giving may we know that you are
with us. We pray this in the name of Jesus the Christ, our Emmanuel, God with us, in our giving and
our receiving. Amen.

WORSHIP IDEA FOR CHILDREN AT ADVENT/CHRISTMAS

Depending on the time, this idea can be done during Sunday School or during the Children’s Message portion
of the service.

Prep Time: 5-10 minutes, before the service

Tools: “The Other Wise Man” (Van Dyke, Henry (story); Pamela Kennedy (author); Robert Barrett
(illustrator). The Other Wise Man. Hambleton-Hill Publishing: Nashville, 1989), envelopes for
each child, and 2-3 strips of seasonal colored paper to fit into the envelopes.

Preparation:  Cut the strips of paper and write one of the following phrases on each of the strips: “You are
special!”, “Thank you for all you do!”, “Rock on!”, “You are a blessing!”

Activity: 1. Seat the children comfortably.

Ask the children if they have ever wanted something so badly that
they would go to all lengths to have it.

3. Ask the children what gifts they would give in order to receive their
own desired gifts.

4. Read “The Other Wise Man” aloud, showing the pictures.

Talk to the children about the importance of perseverance and the

long work of people in service to the gospel.

6. In honor of the Christmas Fund offering, have each child give an
envelope with strips of paper to key congregants (volunteers, staff,
clergy, etc.). In a spirit of thanksgiving, honor those who work so
tirelessly for the church.

U1

RESOURCES FOR ANY TIME OF YEAR
Call to Worship 1

One:  One: Lift your hearts. Lift your eyes. Lift your voices.

All: The living God, the moving Spirit of God has called us together — in witness, celebration, and
struggle.

One:  Reach out toward each other!

All: Our God reaches out toward us! Come, let us worship God!
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Call to Worship 2

One:  Though the way is long and the road is tough,

All: We do not travel alone.

One:  Though the shadows loom and the wind will rise,

All: We find strength together.

One:  Though our feet ache and our muscles strain,

All: We can make it home only with the help of each other.

One:  We are a pilgrim people.

All: No one gets left behind.

One:  And as we travel, may we remember the God who has promised to travel with us.
All: Come let us sing praises to this God, our companion on the road.

Call to Offering 1

A Veteran of the Cross is a term historically used by the United Church of Christ Christmas Fund to describe
clergy and lay employees who have served and are serving the church. Although we may experience our
ministers and lay employees as tireless, the truth of the matter is they need rest. Although we may be unaware
of the hardships and trials of our ministers and lay employees, unexpected deaths, illness, and disasters
regularly occur in their lives.

The Christmas Fund provides emergency grants for clergy and lay employees during the unexpected times
of financial need. Further, the Fund provides monthly pension supplements to more than 400 lower-income
retired UCC clergy.

Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks are also issued to over 500 retirees. We may not be in the Christmas
season, but we can participate in the spirit of the season by giving to the Christmas Fund. Today, we have an
opportunity to show our gratitude by providing financial support for those who have ministered to us week in
and week out.

Prayer of Dedication 1

One:  Let us pray together.

All: Creator God, we are gathered in this space of worship, which was built with earthly materials and
through the spiritual gifts of our Veterans of the Cross. Bless these gifts and be with those who will
receive these funds in retirement and in emergency situations. We are thankful for the opportunity
to give back to our church leaders, from whom we have received so much. In the name of the Son
of God, who modeled a life of service, so that we could follow his example, Jesus the Christ. Amen.

Call to Offering 2

We all have our strengths to donate to our community. The authorized ministers and lay employees in the
United Church of Christ have donated their time and energy to guide us to spiritual heights and have served
us when we were spiritually empty. We receive a Special Mission Offering during this time of year to show
our gratitude for all our leaders. This Offering helps both active and retired clergy meet basic financial needs
like health care and retirement income, and in times of financial strife, the Offering provides emergency
assistance. This is our chance to strengthen our community’s commitment to those who serve. Let us receive
this morning’s Offering.

Prayer of Dedication 2

One:  Please join me in prayer as we dedicate our gifts.

All: Gracious God, bestow upon our gifts your great blessing. For those who need them most, may they
be the gratitude we wish to show, and may they be the symbols of grace we wish to bear into this
world. In giving them, strengthen us through the power of their leadership and work in the Spirit.
Amen.
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Call to Offering 3

Answering God’s call is rewarding and challenging. Those called to ministry give their time, talents and love
continuously, often without anything in return. Today’s Special Mission Offering will support those who have
faithfully served the United Church of Christ and its mission. Today’s Offering will assist authorized ministers
and lay employees with support during retirement, during times of crisis, and in subsidizing health care costs.
Let us give as they have given, freely and generously, without expectations of what can be gained.

Prayer of Dedication 3

All: Generous God, we ask that you use these gifts to support those who have so generously supported
us. May they be a token of our appreciation for their countless hours of service and dedication to
you and your work. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, whose path we long to follow. Amen.
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AUTHORS OF WORSHIP RESOURCES

Our special thanks to the following students and professor at Andover Newton Theological School in Newton
Centre, Massachusetts for creating the 2015 liturgical resources. Andover Newton, one of the seminaries of
the United Church of Christ, was founded in 1807 and is “deeply rooted in the Christian faith and radically
open to what God is doing now.” To learn more, visit www.ants.edu.

Jack Farrell (Advent 1) is a recent
graduate of Andover Newton
Theological School. He is focusing
on a ministry of chaplaincy work,
and he is invested in working
within an educational ministry
environment for all ages. Jack
currently lives in rural New York
and has been dividing his time
between pulpit supply preaching and working on
any of his many creative writing projects — another
lifelong pursuit and joy. Jack hopes to complete his
ordination requirements in the coming year, as he
continues to discern his call by God.

Casey Guet (Advent IV) is a third
year Master of Divinity candidate
at Andover Newton Theological
School. She served as Student
Association President during the
2014-2015 academic year. Casey
is serving as the Student Minister
at First Church Somerville, UCC in
Massachusetts for the 2015-2016

academic year.
Sarah Krhla (Advent 1) serves as
Director of Faith Formation at the
Church of Christ, Congregational
UCC in Goshen, Connecticut while
she pursues her Master of Divinity
at Andover Newton Theological
School. The married mother of
three children, ages 10, 8, and 6,

Sarah received her undergraduate

degree in early childhood education at Stonehill
College in Massachusetts.
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Fredd Ward (Advent Ill) serves

as Associate Pastor at the
Congregational Church of
Naugatuck, Connecticut with
licensed standing in the Naugatuck
Valley Association of the United
Church of Christ. He has served

in the national setting of the

UCC as a member of the Justice
and Witness Ministries Board of Directors and the
Executive Council. He lives in Hartford with his wife,
Sandy, and is the father of two children, Nathaniel
and Cassidy — ages 16 and 10. He expects to
graduate from Andover Newton Theological School in
December 2015.

Adam Hearlson (project editor
and Christmas Eve) is the Assistant
Professor of Preaching and
Worship, and Director of Wilson
Chapel at Andover Newton
Theological School. Originally
from California, Adam received his
B.A. from Vanguard University and
his Master of Divinity and Ph.D
from Princeton Theological Seminary. He has also
served congregations in Costa Mesa, California; at
the Princeton University Chapel; and in Warren, New
Jersey. Adam is an ordained minister in the United
Church of Christ.

Currently, Adam’s research interests include the role
of worship in social resistance, how the visual images
are being incorporated into the preaching moment,
and the role of food in Christian ritual. Adam is
fascinated by the myriad ways in which people live
out their faith. When he is not leading worship or
teaching, he enjoys NBA basketball games or cooking
for his family.




Kate Cosgrove is the artist who created Mini Nativity, our 2015 Christmas Fund image.
Kate describes that to her, “Christmas is such a lively and exciting holiday, but many of the
illustrations depicting the Nativity are sleepy winter scenes. When | drew Mini Nativity,

| wanted to capture the vibrancy and spirit of the season that | have felt since childhood
through the use of bright celebratory colors and whimsical shapes.” Ms. Cosgrove was an
Individual Artist Grant Recipient from the Arts Council of Greater Lansing. Her art has been
featured in books, magazines, albums, and a Hollywood film. She has also exhibited in
galleries and online, with collectors across the United States, Australia, Canada, Colombia,
England, France, Switzerland, and Ukraine.

For more information about the artist and her work, please visit katecosgrove.com.

2015 Christmas Fund Offering Guide | 15




HdOH — [ LNHAQV

F1LOZ Ul 91’ 16$ paje1o) aouelsisse Aouadiawig "s1aisesip

[ednjeu wouj Sunsal adewep awoy 1o ‘sasuadxs [edipaw a3.e| ‘o|dwexa
10} — A|pajoadxaun asLie Jeyy s}sod SULIDA0D Ul ISISSE 0} d|(e[IBAB QB Spuny
Aoualawsa pue ‘djay 1IN0 Pasu YdINYD Y} dAISS OUYM 3SOY} SSIBWOS

‘saakojdwd
Ae| pue A813]> DD Pa413ai/aAnde OS 10) SINVYD ADNIDYIWI

V10T Ul 0SE'€0T$ PaIeIo) SYID) "3DIAISS
J19Y} 10} |NyaYeIS SI yoINYD) DY) Jey) pue usnodio) usaq Jou aAey Ady) ey
$5040) 9U} JO SUBISIDA DSOU) SpUlWaL aw sewstiyD ye 13 [eroads siy)

saakodwa ydunyd Aej pue 3130
DDN Painai LS 03 IS SIDIHD 141D »NOAINVHL, SYWISIIHD

"710C Ul 9G8°S617§ Po|BI0) 9oUB)SISSY
*a1ed Y)jeay AJijenb aA1a0a1 pue piojje pjnod S[ENpIAIpUl JeY) 05 XY YIm
ue|d Juawsa|ddng asedipay DN 2y 4oy swiniwaid pazipisgns spuny asay ]

‘saahojdwd Ae| pue AS13]> DD N pa4Nal dwodul
~19MO| 60C 10} NOILVINIWITddNS WNIWIYd HLTVIH ATYILIVNO

‘710T Ul SOL'8LY 1§ PoRIO)

uonejuawsa|ddns uoisuad jo Junowe ay| "9IUBISISSY [ELIBISIUI 1O} pun
U} pue ‘(IWAMDQ) UOISSIN 1OPIAA S,Y2INYD INO “BUiahO puny seunstiy)
9y} :S92IN0S 94y} WOJ) BLWOD PISU SIY} 199W 0} Spun4 ‘sasuadxa [ed1paw
pue SuIAl] pue ‘sai)ij1IN ‘pooy Se yoNs spaau diseq o) uonejuswa|ddns
awodul siy) uo paljas saakojdwa Ae| pue A31s[0 painas IO

‘saakodwa Aej pue 43132 DN
paiial awodul-1amo] SZ€ 103 NOILVINIWITddNS NOISNId ATHINOW

‘paau jo
awn 1Yy ut yd2inyo ay} Jo 1oddns oY) 9AI93 [[IM S[ENPIAIPUI SI0OW ‘A}ISOIaUSS
panunuod 1noA YA -ajdoad 1nq ‘suonnynsut o sweidoid poddns Jou op spuny

oy — seako|dwa younyo Ae| pue A31910 DN [BNPIAIPUI O) BDUB)SISSE [BIDUBULY
10011p apiroid spuny ayy Jeyy st pun4 sewistiyd) ayy jo sypadse anbiun ayy jo auQ

aiasn Y SANNJ FHL MOH

s utod swos 1e adoy dn

uaAId aney Aew oym aw 1| 9jdoad o} adoy Jeas aaId sweidoid aduejsisse
9Y] ‘oW 10} dUOP SeY SpJeog uoisuad ayi ||e 10} [Nja1ei3 A|qLII3) 0S Uda( dA |
‘uosiad painal e se 03 0} Apeas pue dn paaral W[, "UISUODSIAN ‘Alowy JO
DDN Jeuonedaiduo) Alswy ayi 0} sduojaq Aepol pue ‘yainyd pooyloqydiau
SIY JO SDLISIUIW SU] Ul pasiawiwl A[|n} aweda( ‘Ydinyd 0} yoeq Aem siy
punoj 3oNYD ‘PaMaudl Yiiey SiH , SUOIS W | UdY] “Bam We | uaym 1o}
‘saniwe|ed pue ‘suonndasiad ‘sdiyspiey ‘synsul ‘sassaudeam Yim Juajuod
we | ‘usyl sty JO ajes oy} 104, :|ned JO SPIOM B S||Bdal pue ‘Jajdeleyd
pue yiey siy uadasp 0y pansas diysp.ey Jo siead 3soy) paduIAuOD Si 3onyD

,Ja1_q Yonw aJe s3uiyy

mou pue Ajjeroueuly dn ydned Ajjenpeid | -aw 1oy Jno Sujiom payels Ajjeal
s3uly} D2YD 9DUBISISSE JSI1) JBY) DOUIS “JOARS 3)I| B JO Joys 3ulylou,, se
spleog uoisuad ay} jo poddns sy} saquosap o “sesuadxa [edipaw pue [any
1o} jueld Aouagdiawa ue paAledal 8y ‘i1 0g Ul 0s pue—AIadins Juswade|dau
diy papaau 1nq Jsruim yoea awoy siy Suneay juswsajddns o} poom paddoyo
}onyD ‘Ajpuadai jiun ayd Yis seunsuyd e pue ‘uoisuad siy o} Juswsddns
e Jueld AJyluow e SaAI9291 S '} WOI) JJ2USQ P|NOM | ABpPaLIoS Jey)
PaWeaIP JAABU | “SULIBYO BY) 00} 9M PaAIIS | SaYDINYD Ul dAT SewiSLyD)
AJ9AT,, "puny sewisiyd ayy ysnouyy aoueisisse jo Ajjiqissod ayy noqe
3oNYD PapUILLI JS)IB|SMBU SMIIA » SMIN ,SPIeOg UOISUdJ Y} Ul 3|o1Je Uy

‘'006$ Ag awodul siy 3uipaadxa s|jiq Ajyiuow pey yony) uiod

dUO Je ‘urede yIom 0} Juswaidi Jo Jno 3ulwod apdsa( “ue|d Aynuuy ay) 0}
3unnqLIUOD JOU JSOW ‘[|BWS SI9M PAAISS Py YONYD) SaY2INYD 3Y] "S[esIanal
Jeroueuly Jofew awos pey 3onyYD ‘0007 Aq INq ‘ajiyme 10} JuswAiojdwa
1B[ND3S Ul PIYIOM SH " Baiq B Papaau oy Mauy| 3oNyD) pue wiy uo Jeam

0} uedaq yd2Inyd [euonMSUl Y} JO SpuBWLP dY) ‘Y3noy) ‘awin JoAQ

LSAnsiuiw 3urAsiyes 3sow Aw sem ey |

‘[EHA 2I0W UDAS SWEIDF 9M pue ‘pasealdul 193pnq Jno ‘mald diysiaquaw
InQO "uonedaiduod Jeyy pjingal 0} Suidjay sieak / juads | a;aym, “ejosauuny
‘Ined "1S Ul Uay) pue ‘emo| ‘eyselqeN Ul saydinyd 0) paj|ed sem 3onyD
‘Areurwiag [ea180j0ay] 0ded1yD) Je saIpnis siy Jayy "0dediyd) ul omy duipnjoul
uapn]s B 9]Iym saystied a1ow 924y 9AISS 0} UO UM XONYD , "1 PAAO] |

1NQ ‘|00YDS WOJ) 91 SNQ INOY-INOJ B SEM JBY)} UOIIE3aI3U0D B 0} Sem ||Bed
141y AW “193stuiw Juapnis e Sulaq Aq Aleulwas pue 939(|0d y3nodyy jjasAw
ind 0} 3|qe sem |, "emo| Ul 833[|0D) ||PUULID) J€ 3}enpeIdIapun ue [|1IS 3]Iym
‘g1 jo ade 3unoA ay} ye Ansiuiw siy uedaq yony) ‘sioysed jo uospueld

pue uos ay] ‘payels umad 1snl s,y Jeuyy s|9ay JBOA JoNyD Ay Y} £/ WV

pamauay adoH
AeOAINYD
adoHy - | Juanpy



HOVHAd — II INHAAYV

¥10Z Ul 91%16$ paJelo) aouelsisse Aouadlow] "s1aisesip

[eanyeu woyj Sunnsas adewep awoy Jo ‘sasuadxa |edipaw a8ie| ‘ajdwexa
10} — Ajpajoadxaun asuie Jey) 53502 SULIDAOD Ul ISISSE O} d|(e[IBAR dle Spuny
Aduadiawa pue ‘djay Ino pasu yoInyD) ay) dAISS OYM 3SOY) SOWIBUWOG

‘sadhojdwd
Ae| pue AS13]> DD PalNdI/AANIE (S 40) SINVID ADNIDYIWT o

10T Ul 0SE'C0TS$ PaJBIO) SYID) "9DIAISS
1194} Joy |nJa1eId SI YydunyD Ay} Jey) pue UanodIo) uaaq Jou aAey Aay) Jey)
$5040) AU JO SUBIDIDA DS SpUILIDI dw) sewstiyD 1e 13 [erdads siy]

saakojdwa younyd Ae| pue AS19)0
DDN Paiiai LS 03 UIAIS §YDIHD 141D »NOAINVHL, SYWISIUHD o

10T Ul 9G8°S61$ PajeIo) aduelsissy
‘2led yljeay \ﬁ__m_q—u OAI9Dal pue plojje pinod sjenpiAlpul jey) 0s Xy yim
ue|d Juawa|ddng asedipayy DN dys 1oy swniwaid pazipisqns spuny asay |

*saakojdwd Ae| pue 43132 DD painal awodul
-19MO| 60¢ 10} NOILVINIWI1ddNS WNIWIYd HLTVIH ATYILIVNO o

‘7LOT Ul GOL'QLY L$ Palelo)

uonejuawsa|ddns uoisuad jo Junowie ay| “dUBISISSY [ELIBISIUIN 10} pun
Ay} pue ‘(WMD) UOISSI JBPIAA S,UydInyD InQO ‘SulioyO pung seunstyd
9y} :S9DINOS 9y} WO} DWOD PIdU Sy} 393W 0} spun ‘sasuadxa [ed1pa
pue SulAl| pue ‘safjijin ‘pooj se yons spaau diseq Joy uoneuswajddns
awodul siy) uo patjal soako|dwa Ae| pue AS19[0 painal IO

‘sadkojdwd Aej pue A313]2 DN
pai1}a1 awodul-19Mo] GZ¢ 10} NOILVINIWITAdNS NOISNId ATHLINOW o

‘paau jo
awin J1ayy ut yaInyd ayy jo uoddns ayy aAI@da1 [|IMm s[enpiAlpul aiow \b_moacww
panunuod 1noA YA -ojdoad 1nq ‘suonninsut Jo sweidoud poddns Jou op spuny

oYy — soakojdwa yoinyo Ae| pue 431910 DN [BNPIAIPUI O} dDUBISISSE [BIDUBULY
10a11p apiaoid spuny sy} Jey) i pun4 sewnstiyd ayl jo syadse anbiun ayy Jo auQ

diasn 7aY SANNA FHL MOH

,’So0e|d >iep ul IS oym siaylo

0} 31 ullq | “90eI3 5,pON) AQ puy "SsauUdN0Iq WO Aineaq y3noiq | aw

0} 9DUBIBJIP dY} |[© dPEW SAOW dAIINMULIAIUNOD SIY] ,s9[33n.s Ino wouy
AeME JOU pUB PJEMO) UIN} PUE SSSU}IM 1B 0) Y3NOUD dARICQ, DI ‘AS[1BaYAA
194e31BIN J9)1IM UBDLISBWY U} JO SPIOM U Ul ‘Jey) Aem ay} uo siaulied
[NJYIIeY 1O} POD) 0} 3 SHUEBY) ING ,dW MO]|0} puE $SOID INOA dn ae), 0}

SN s|1ed 1SYD AYm S1ey] "op [[e 9N ,1eaq 0} S9SS0ID dABY MO | sioised
1S0W, ‘pIes duUIW JO JOJUdW Y, 13y 0} pasayo Hoddns ayy uo s1oajja1 Aonag

L waqoid Aw uey
2I0W se JjasAw 9as 0} Ajudip aw uanlgd sey diysiauped INoA ‘Asuow puoiag

"J99W SPUD d)BW 0) 3|(e Uda( dARY | ‘SU0E3aI3U0D JSLIYD) JO YoInyD payun

Jo 1no uistre Y13 s1y} Jo asnedaq ng “Aysosauagd yons 10adxa J,upip | ‘uiny
0} 2I9yMOU U}IM u0sIad O[OS \/ "aW 0} JUBAW SIY} Feym ssaidxa 0} A1} | uaym
3unuem are spiopp,, “winiwald aredipajy pue uoisuad s,Ajorag yuswajddns

0} u1 paddals pung seunsiyd ,spieog uoisuad ay} Jey) Uayl sem i

"awil}-ed 0) YI0M Jay 9ZISUMOp 0} Jay padioy pue

Surunoas 1day| ey} UoIBJUI [B1I2)OB( SNOLIDS B PAJOBIU0D A|JaAag ‘A19A0DaI
WwoJ) PAJSNeYXd pue 99 Je SISOa[dNUOUOW YIIM pasoudel( “asnge Jo
SIOAIAINS Jnpe ul uizijeroads ‘@onoeid [edtul|o ansind oy Ansiuiw [esoised
wiouy palilal ays “8uijasuno)) [eolsed ul “uln'g e yum | |0z ut Sunenpess
‘ATeurWag J[|IASINOT Je YI0M [BI0}00p PIp AJ1aAdg ‘19a[gns siyy uo saydInyd
10} WINNDLLIND © 3)1IM 0) SUIIUBAA “SSIIUNWIWOD YoINyd Ul 1D1|ju0d 3)eald
os[e ued Aay nq ‘A319]0 asiwoidwod satrepunog Ayyeayun pjnod Ajuo

10U Jey) pazijeal ays ‘a8eLuewW J1dY 910J( I0[aSUNOD [EDIUI[D PASUIDI| pue
palLa0-pIeoq v ‘A30j0yoAsd pue A30j0ay) sulquiod 0} [ed Suldsajeod e
Su1uIadsIp sem A[1aAag ‘800 Ul AYONULY 0} SPASNYDeSSely Woly Sunedo[ay

"AS19|0 104 Sururel

ssauaseme Arepunod 1ysnel-wea) pue saydinyd inoj pasoised Aj1oaag ‘0002
ul Jooyds [e2180]|0aY| UOIMAN JaAOpUY Wol) ulzenpesn , uoljeulpio
ansind 0) padin sem | ‘aj1] Aw ul [ed s,pon) 0} JuIssauNAA “uonedai3uod
ISLIYD JO YyoInyD payiun e Jo Jajsiuiw Ae| awin-}ed e se paily sem | ‘pon)

Jo 90eI3 2y} Ag,, "9|qeIaU|NA A|[BIDUBUL) PUB SUOJE §|9SI3Y puUNnoy Ajusappns
Aj1anag ‘s1apydnep uim) 93euaa) Yim sieak (g J0j palliepy ,Juswow e

ul umop apisdn pauiny sem aji| AW ‘£661 U], "PJOYUIDAA A[oAdg I Ay
ay) sAes ,Jeyy 1] st auly 1eay o} pey pue |njuied e SaLI0IS SWOS,,

ssauudyjosg wouy Ayneag Suidurg
ployuiap\ A[1aAag

20ed( — ] JUIApPY



AO[ - INFAAV

F1LOZ Ul 91’ 16$ paje1o) aouelsisse Aouadiawig "s1aisesip

[ednjeu wouj Sunsal adewep awoy 1o ‘sasuadxa [edipaw a3.e| ‘o|dwexa
10} — A|pajoadxaun asiie Jeyy s}sod SULIDA0D Ul ISISSE 0} 9|(e[IBAB 9B Spuny
Aoualaws pue ‘djay 1IN0 pPasu YyaINYD Y} dAISS OYM 3SOY} SSLIBWOS

‘saakojdwd
Ae| pue A813]> DD Pa413a4/aAnde OS 10) SINVYD ADNIDYIWI

710 Ul 0GE'€0C$ Pa[eI0} SYID) "dDIAISS
J19Y} 10} |NyaYeIS SI yoINYD) DY) Jey) pue usnodio) usaq Jou aAey Ady) ey
$SSO1D) 9} JO SUBIDIOA 9SO} SPUILLI S} sewnstiyD) ye Yig [eroads sy

saakodwa ydunyd Aej pue 3130
DDN Painai LS 03 UAAIS SHDIHD 141D »NOAINVHL, SYWISIIHD

"710C Ul 9G8°S617§ Po|BI0) 9oUBISISSY
*a1ed Y)jeay Ajijenb aA192a1 pue piojje pjnod S[ENPIAIPUL JeY) 0S XY YIm
ue|d Juawsa|ddng asedipay DN 2y 4oy swiniwaid pazipisqns spuny asay ]

‘saahojdwd Ae| pue AS13]> DD N pa4Nal dwodul
-19MO| 60C 10} NOILVINIWITddNS WNIWIYd HLTVIH ATYILIVNO

‘710T Ul SOL'8LY 1§ PoRIo)

uonejusws|ddns uoisuad jo Junowe ay| "9IUBISISSY [ELIBISIUIN 1O} pun
U} pue ‘(IWAMDQ) UOISSIN 1OPIAA S,Y2INYD INO “BUiahO pung seunstiy)
9y} :S92IN0S 94y} WOJ) DO PI2U SIY} 199W 0} Spun4 ‘sasuadxa [ed1paw
pue SuIAl] pue ‘sai)i|1IN ‘pooy Se yoNs Spaau diseq o) uonejuswa|ddns
awodul siy) uo paljas saakojdwa Ae| pue A31s[0 painas IO

‘saakodwa Aej pue 43132 DN
paiial awodul-1amo| $Z€ 103 NOILVINIWITddNS NOISNId ATHINOW

‘paau jo
awn 1Yy ut yd2anyo ayy Jo 1oddns oyl 9AI93 [[IM S[ENPIAIPUI SI0OW ‘A}ISOISUSS
panunuod 1noA YA -ajdoad 1nq ‘suonnynsut o sweidoid poddns Jou op spuny

2y — seako|dwa younyo Ae| pue A319|2 DD [BNPIAIPUI O) BDUB)SISSE [BIDUBULY
10011p apiaoid spuny ayy Jey) st pun4 sewistiyd) ay) jo spadse anbiun ayy jo auQ

aisn Y SaANNJ FHL MOH

sAnjadiad ur—saijiwey

A313]0 pue smopim Ajje1dadsa—isiiyD Jo yoInyD payun ay} ul SJUBAISS
[Njuye} AuBW 9y} 0} SUISSa|q © 3] [[IM puny SIY} Wolj awodul ayj eyy adoy
| ‘Passa|q Uda( dARY | SY,, []oM SE pun4 ay) JIjauaq o} [[Im Jay ul 1sanbaq e
papn|oul sey pue ‘pun{ Moliop ay) 0} 3|qissod se uoIjeuop e snoJauagd se
9¥ew 0} sanunuod eIpA] “eak yoed asodind oiy1oads siyy 10} pun{ MolIOW
eIpA7 pue uyof ay} paysijgeiss 3eys Ayinuue Ji3 ajqeiLieyd e oy paduele
BIPAT ‘400C U] "saijiwey) ASia[0 pue smopim duntoddns loy pasjrewses
pun4 sewisLyD 9y} 0} SUOHNLIUOD [enuue upjew Ue3aq pue adUBISISSY
[BLISISIUI JOJ pleog yoinyD pajliun ,Spieog uoisudd ayi pajdejuod eipA]

‘sio)sed DD Jo smopim Jayio djay pjnom ays Ajjenjusns Jeyy papioap

pue ‘saoueuly payiwl| Jay yym durdod ui aajosal pue ANusip s,[[oN paliwupe
eIpA] "awooul J1adeaw AIaA B UO SIeak 7| 10} 3ul33nais usaq pey ||9N olsed
DD € JO MopIM 3y} Sem oym Ape| 1ap|o ‘AjaA0| B ‘||]oN Aq papualijeq

SeM ays aJaym yoInyd [ews e paulol eipA] ‘uoiseq ui sieak ayy Suling

‘puejArepy ‘sijodeuuy ur Ayiunwiwiod juswalial

9AI)OE UE Ul Juawilede ue 0} parow pue asnoy auy} pjos BIPA] ‘SIeaA UaASS
loj Jjasiay Aq Suial] 1aye ‘Ajjeulq ‘Ajpuo| pue 3uidus|jeyd yloq sem ‘adueping
s,uyof INoYyM 31| Ajiep 1o} paiinbal suoIsIDap ssa|pus ay} pue ‘pied pue
9snoy 93.e| e JO ddUBUSUIEW S| ¥SE) 3ununep e Asuow adeuew o}
duiulea| punoyj ays ‘sadueul) ay) pajpuey skeme pey uyo( aouig ‘Joddns
|BIDOS 10 A[lLUe) AUB JNOYIM ‘UMO] Jel|ILUBJUN UB Ul SUOJE J3| SeM BIPAT

“1eaA 9} UIYIIM PaIp Uyo[ , paysiueA swealp Ino ||e, ‘uoiseq

0} Suinow Jaye Ajjoys Jowny urelq jueudijew e padojaasp uyo[ Usypn ‘Aeg
ayeadesayD uo 3uljies Jo ano| siy ansind pjnod ay os ‘puejAley ‘uoise] ul
aWoY JudWaInal 1Y) }|ING ‘BIPAT ‘DJIM SIY PUB Y PUB G66 | Ul patiial uyo(
"SIeak (07 10} IO\ MAN ‘@211 Ul DD BPSaYIRg YINOWA|J Je Ja)SIUul Jo1uag
SeM pUB ‘SPIsNUDESSe)N ‘0I0([IBYN PUE JSISUILLISIAA Ul SDYDINYD PIAIDS OH
"s1eak Ot Joy Jojsed IS1IYD) JO YdINYD PaliuN B SeM MOLIO ‘AA UYO[ 'AY 3yl

K10} s, Jouo(q v
MOLIOW BIpA]
Aof — 111 yuanpy



HAOT — Al LNHAAQV

10T Ul 91’1 6$ Pa]e10] 9oURISISSe AdUSSIaWT “SI9lSesIp

[einJeu wouj dunjnsas adewep awoy Jo ‘sasuadxa [edipaw a31e| ‘D)dwexa
10} — A|pajoadxaun asLie Jey) s1s02 SULISA0D Ul ISISSe 0) d|qe|leAR e spuny
Aduaglaws pue ‘djay 1IN0 pasu YyaInyD Y} dAISS OYM SOY) SOWIBWOS

‘sadhojdwd
Ae| pue £813[> DN Pa1dl/aA10® S 10) SINVID ADNIDIYIWI

10T Ul 0SE°C0TS$ PaJeIo) SYID "9DIAISS
1194} 4oy |nJa1eId SI YyaunyD dY) Jey) pue UanogIo) uaaq Jou aAey Aay) Jey)
$5040) AU JO SUBIDIDA DS SpUILWISI dw) sewstiyD 1e 13 [erdads siy]

saakojdwa younyd Aej pue AS19)0
DDN Painai LS 03 UIAIS SIDIHD 141D »NOAINVHL, SYWISIIHD

10T Ul 9G8°S61$ PajeIo) aouelsissy
‘2led yljeay \ﬁ__m_io OAI=Dal pue plojje p|nod sjenpiAlpul jey) 0s Xy yim
ue|q Juawoa|ddng arestpay DN ay) 1oy swniwaid pazipisqns spuny asay |

*saakojdwd Ae| pue A313]> DD painal awodul
-19MO| 60¢ 10} NOILVINIWI1ddNS WNIWIYd HLTVIH ATYILIVNO

Y1L0T Ul SOL'8LY 1§ PoIRIO)

uonejuawsa|ddns uoisuad jo Junowie ay| “9dUBISISSY [ELIBISIUIN 10} puny
Ay} pue ‘(WMD) UOISSIN JBPIAA S,UydInyD InQO ‘SulioyO pung seunsuyd
9y} :S9DJN0S 93y} WO} DWOD PIdU Sy} 393W 0} spun ‘sasuadxa [ed1pa
pue SulAl| pue ‘safjijin ‘pooj se yons spaau diseq oy uoneuswajddns
awodul Siy) uo patjal soako|dwa Ae| pue AS19[0 painal IO

‘saako|dwd Aej pue A313]2 DN
Pai1}a1 dwodul-19MO] GZ¢ 10} NOILVINIWITddNS NOISNId ATHLNOW

‘paau jo
awn 11y} ut yaInyd ayy jo uoddns ay) aAI@dal [|IMm s[enpiAlpul aiow \b_moacww
panunuod oA YA -ojdoad 1nq ‘suonninsut Jo sweidoud poddns Jou op spuny

oy — soakojdwa yoinyd Ae| pue 431910 DN [BNPIAIPUI O} dDUBISISSE [BIDURULY
10a11p apiaoid spuny sy} Jey) i pun4 sewnstiyD ayl jo syadse anbiun ayy Jo sauQ

diasn 7aY SANNA FHL MOH

JAjwey younyo Japim

Aw Aq pasaquiawal ulaq jo 1oedwi ay) SI 1 ‘DI0W USAS INQ ‘Uopew Siejjop
ayl W3 3jepteay ey Jo wwaldidal syl we | Mou pue ‘saydinyd Aw ul Jeak yoea
3uLRYO pun4 sewnstyd) ay) Suixe) JaquIaWal |, "ddUIS J9AD SYI3Yd YI3 ,NoA
syueyl, SewlsLyD) PAAIadaL SeyY SajieyD) pue ‘spieog Uuoisudd ayi Je z19g elsiiy|
"A9Y Y} YIIM Pajoauuod J0JISIA JUBINUUY U] ‘@duelsisse 1oy Ajijenb jydiw
Sol1eyD) SUBUIYL S[|I PUB SWODUI PAdNPaJ SIY YIIM 2I9M sadueul) Jydiy moy
INOCe UOIIBSIDAUOD 419} PUB JOJISIA JUBLNUUY SIY YIIM Suloaw S|[edal sajleyd)

Jsaystied |rews Suialas

WOJ} DAIISDI U YONW J,USeM 19U} ‘9SIN0D JO puy “AjILUE) SWODUI-BUO B U
pey am AlSIuiw Ul sieak Aw Jo ISO S[|iq [edipaw Sulo3uo aiam aiay],,
:3urBuajjeyo sem ‘ysnoyy quswiainay "uonipes Jiay) o} SuIpIodde DUS[OIAUOU
pue aoead jo adessaw ayy aziseydwa A319)0 Asnq djoy 0y weidoud yirepraiul
ue ,’a0ead Jo spjald, Suipunoy pue “ouj ade|[IA 9083 JO pieog Yy} uo SuiAIdS
Aq Ansiuiw aoead siy panunuod osfe s Ajjigesip Suiduajjeyd e yim uos
119U} pUe ‘ssau|l D1UOIYD Yim Sullayns Sem ajIm Sip Ajiwe siy Yium awin
pajueMm sajieyD) ‘AlSIUIL YdINYD-|[ews AN JO SIeak 07 JaYje ‘9 Jo ade ay) Iy

"AIUNOD By} SS0.0E

sajels | | ul sdwed a8e|[1A 2083 21 219y} ABPO] "USIP|IYD 0} DIUI|OIAUOU
yoeay 0} Juswiladxa euoneonpa ue ‘(810-durRgejjirddead-mmm) ade||iIA 90ea(
papunoj sajieyD) Jeyy ‘jooyos y3diy [ed0] ay} ui juapioul SulA|ng e Suimojjoy
‘a19Y) SEM )| 'SIEdA 1] 10) PAAIDS By 1aym ‘uo3al() JO 1se0d ay) uo ysiied
[JEWS JOYIOUB 0} UO SeM )l “UBY] "PaALIY} pue maid ydInyd ay) ‘sieak xIs Jxau
AU} JOAO0 INg "3SO|D 0} JNOCE SEM UDIYM ‘BUOZLIY ‘DUOISUUIO] Ul SIS

g€ Inoqe Jo uonedasduod HHN e 0} JuaM Jsily d “Ansiuiw ystied Jels oy
Apeal sem sajieyD) ‘jooyds Aluiaiqg pleateH e saipnis siy Sunajdwod Jayy

,I0Yd
Asea ue sem 11 0s ‘9|3uls sem | ‘awn ayi 1y "ysided |[ews e ul pasies usaaq

p,l "om ysured [eins [jews Jueaw i ‘aw 104, :AnsiuiW 0} [[ed Jed|d ,salleyD)
Sem siy] , 08 0} S)UBM 3S[d BUO OU dIdYM 03 ‘SNS3[ 199 0} JUeM NOA J],,
‘ID1UBA UBS[ UBLIBJIUBLINY PUE URISO[03Y) UBIPEUEY) JO SPIOM 3U) PaISIUNODUD
3y 2JaY) Sem ]| 00q Iy ysiuly 0} papaau ay 121nb ay) 10} e10OS BAON Ul
a8e)IWwIaY a)I[awWie)) € 1B JBaJ]D] UO JUIM U USYM [9AOU B SUIILIM pUB plIoM
$SQUISN( AU} Ul UBEYUB Ul SUDJIOM U] pey dH "yonw moy isnf pazijeau
3y 210§aq| SIeaA sem 11 y3noyy ‘yosng sajieyD ‘AdYy Yy} Jo Ansiuiw pue ayi|

oy padeys eselgaN |elni ul ydinyo jeuonedaiduor) |jews e ui dn Suimon

[einy pue |ews ay) 0} Suljed v
yosng sajreyd
9A0T — Al JUIAPY



IS YOUR CHURCH 5 FOR 57?

MORE THAN 1,200 UCC CHURCHES ARE!

5 for 5 churches are those
that fully support Our
Church’s Wider Mission
(OCWM) — both Basic
Support and Special
Support, including the
four Special Mission
Offerings: One Great Hour
of Sharing, Strengthen

the Church, Neighbors in
Need, and The Christmas
Fund for the Veterans of the
Cross and the Emergency
Fund.

We have been delighted
by the response of
congregations across the
entire Church that have celebrated being 5 for 5, and
just as delighted by the many congregations that have
asked how they, too, can meet this challenge.

This recognition program says “thank you” to
congregations for their faithful and generous giving,
and it strengthens their relationship with the wider
Church. It also helps those congregations teach
about mission and the ways their gifts are being
used beyond the local church. Finally, the program
serves as an incentive and a challenge to other
congregations to add one or two offerings — or, in
some cases, even to add OCWM Basic Support — to
their stewardship and mission efforts.

Order 5 for 5 stickers, posters or promotional
materials for any of the specific offerings by calling
United Church Resources at 1.800.537.3394 or at
WWW.uccresources.com

5 Ways to Support Our United Church of Christ!

UCC BASIC SUPPORT

Provides funding from congregations for Conferences
and the national ministries of the United Church

of Christ — Wider Church Ministries, Local Church
Ministries, Justice and Witness Ministries, General
Ministries, and the Pension Boards.
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UCC SPECIAL MISSION OFFERINGS

Part of Our Church’s Wider Mission, these four
offerings sponsor vital ministries that bring hope to
people around the world.

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and
the Emergency Fund: Remembering Those who Serve
Our Church

Helps provide pension and health premium
supplementation to lower-income retired church
workers, emergency assistance to clergy or lay church
employees in need, and Christmas “Thank You” gift
checks to hundreds of annuitants; administered by the
Pension Boards.

December 20, 2015/December 18, 2016

One Great Hour of Sharing: Giving Help, Hope and
Life

Channels resources for international programs in
health, education and agricultural development,
emergency relief, refugee ministries, and both
international and domestic disaster response;
administered by Wider Church Ministries, Global
Sharing of Resources.

March 6, 2016

Strengthen the Church: Faithfully Building the Body
of Christ

Strengthen the Church funds efforts to reimagine and
build the future of the UCC. Shared at the Conference
and national levels, STC largely supports youth
ministries and full-time leaders for new churches in
parts of the country where the UCC voice has not
been heard.

May 15, 2016

Neighbors in Need: Justice and Compassion Like a
Mighty Stream

Supports ministries of justice and compassion
throughout the United States. One third of NIN
funds support the Council for American Indian
Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used
by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM)
to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy
efforts, and direct service projects through grants.

October 2, 2016




WHERE TO DONATE

Thank you for your gifts to the Christmas Fund. Kindly remit your offerings to:

1. Your Conference office
_Or_
2. Directly to:

The Pension Boards-United Church of Christ
Christmas Fund

75 Remittance Drive

Suite 1637

Chicago, IL 60675

_Or_

3. The secure online donation site: www.christmasfund.org

Promotional resources available at www.christmasfund.org.

EXTRA SUPPLIES

Order extra offering envelopes or posters from UCC Resources,
1.800.537.3394 or www.uccresources.org.

FURTHER ASSISTANCE

If you have any questions regarding how the Christmas Fund is used, or how
to make a major or planned gift, please contact:

Rev. Krista L. Betz, Director Ministerial Assistance, kbetz@pbucc.org
Rev. Dr. Jonathan B. Lee, Philanthropy Officer, jlee@pbucc.org

><>< http://bit.ly/PB-UCC http://bit.ly/PB_2010

www.christmasfund.org @pensionboards
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